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Corner Closson and Alto Streets, Santa Fe, Now Mexico
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Owner: Estate of Mercelino Gercia, Menvol Delgado, executor,

403 Cenyon Yomd, Santa Fe, Now Mexicos

Da_"he__c_) i Erec’ciox):b: Cireca 1838,

Arohitoct: Nove.

Builder:; Don Felix Garcia.

[T R

Prosent Yondition: Feir. Original building remdeled, imterior
and exteriors Several additions to original buildinge.

Fumber of S8tori est  One.

Materials of Construction: Foundabtioms, field stone and adobe

morfar; floors, pines exterior and interior walls, adobe

trick

anxd adobe mortar; roof, composition and metal over adobe soil.
Exterior and interior plastered with ceanent and lime plaster,
respectivelys Originel roof was six to eight inches of adobe
s0il over hewed plank spanming exposcd vigas and howed & imber
beamss Exterior plaster originally =adobe mortar avplied by hand.
Interior plaster was originally adobe mortar, hand applied, with

a thin finish coat of native gypsum (yeso).

Other Existing Records: Nome available,

Additiorel Data: The building hes been remodeled so many times
and has had seversl additions recently constructed so tiat, as

it stands today, 1t is very different from whet it wag originally.
This being the casse, it wes thought thet res oration drawings,
based on observetions at the building and information obtained
verbally, showing, as ncarly as possible, the tuilding as origin-
ally built, would be sufficient to indicate its original status.

The house was constructed around an imner court {pstio) by
nat ive workmen under the supervision of Don PFelix Garcia and his
foreman, name uninown. ~The portal (porch) on 2ll sides ofthe
patio is still existing and was constructed with native log col-
umns , supporting howed corbels and beams which supported vigas

over which were hewed planks to cerry the sixto ei

gnt inches of

adobe s0il, uscd #s & roofe +he houSe is typical of the type

cons tructed in Santa Fe by the natives at that timo; namely,

tamped earth floors, adobe brick wells, sbout 20 inches thick,
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laid in adobe mortar and with & roof of adobe soil on heowed plank
laid across h wed bemms and vigas (logs) which spanned from wall
to wall. The roof wes sraded to short Logs gouged out on top

te form a trouzh or spout extending through the sdobe parapet
walls. The exterior was plastered with adobe, *his was whi te=
woshed asbove a low dado of the porbels in the patio snd Zaguans
(pazsegewavs)e The interior wells were plastered with adobe more
tar over which was applied & thin finish coedt of native sypsum
{veso)s Myst of the rooms hed a small adobe firepleoce in ome
corner of the rooms. *here wes s well near the center of the patio,
also one south of the house. this was used for watering the
stocks The exnosed woodwork wes not painted ut left uafinished.
It soon turned & soft zray by weathering. The doors, door frames,
window fremes, corbels, beams, ¢tece., were all h.wed from native
losse JThe windows and house furnishings were purchased in St.
Louis, Missouri, and were freighted over The Saunte Fe Trail to
Santa Fe by ox team. The sguerey rosewood piano and saversl
pleces oy the welnut furnitwe are in the house today.

The house was milt ot the northeest corumer of a large tract
of lend conteining many scres. The 1emd was enclosed by a thick
adobe wall several feet in height. Don Felix Garcia planted many
trees on the estates <Yhuse heve been destroyed.

Historical date furnished the writer by Juan G. Sena, grest
srandson of Don ¥Felix Garcie, who lives in part of tThe present
house ard Benigno Muniz, 718 College Street, Santa Fe, New Mexioo.

Mrs. Isabel Montoye, & deszendant of Dom Felix Garels, lives
vith her family in a portion ot the original house. A vortion
of the house is unccoupisd at present.
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